FOREST PARK, N. FT. MYERS, FL

APRIL 2011

Editor: Sharon Goudy
sharon.goudy@gmail.com
+++++++++++++++++++++++

SOCIAL CLUB NEWSLETTER
LAST DANCE
The last dance for this 2010-2011 season
will be Saturday, March 26, 2011 at 7:00
PM at the clubhouse. The performers are
The Chadburns and they will provide a
variety of music for your dancing and
listening pleasure. Donation is $5.00 per
person at the door and bring your own
snacks and beverages. Hope to see all of
you there.

KOFFEE KLATSCH
APRIL 1st
Our last Koffee Klatsch for this season will
be Friday, April 1, 2011 at 9:00 AM. Our
guest speaker will be Ray Hair, a local State
Farm Insurance Agent who will bring the
latest on home insurance and also hurricane
preparedness. You won’t want to miss this
one.
Please bring your own coffee cup.

!

SOCIAL CLUB OFFICERS
Keith Goudy, President
Delores Holmes, 1st Vice President
Gail Ford, 2nd Vice President
Mary Beth Schleter, 3rd Vice President
Joyce Hines, Secretary
Pat Schuren, Treasurer
WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS
THE 2010-2011 SEASON
Brodock
Burnham
Cramer/Shields
Everitt
Gary Holt
Koch
Lahman
Lonsway
McGuirre
Moore
Rispoli
Robbins
Roberts
Stringer
Trudeau
Wash

460 Jacaramba
341 Shrub Lane South
229 Shrub Ln N.
710 Knotty Pine Circle
600 Pine Grove Ct.
5160 Forest Park Drive
415 Timber Lane N.
514 Blossom Ct.
605 Pine Grove Ct.
844 Holly Berry Court
5411 Forest Park Dr.
334 Shrub Lane S.
418 Timber Lane N.
518 Blossom Ct.
404 Twig Ct. S.
514 Blossom Ct.
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FPPOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By: Becky Conrad

Another Florida winter is drawing to a
close. It sure has been a fast one. It seems
the older we get the faster time passes us by.
But up North the corn and beans need
planting and many of you will be leaving
soon to go see that the Grandkids can do it
the way they were taught.
Those of us that stay behind need to be
stocking up on water, batteries, and canned
goods in case of a Hurricane. Do you still
have your Hurricane Preparedness notices
that were handed out last year?
Please welcome Janet Rutledge as our
newest member of your FPPOA Board of
Directors and remember that both the Board
of Directors and the General Membership
meetings are a week earlier than normal in
April.
Please drive safely and we will see you all
next Fall.

USPS REMINDER
Please leave a change of address with the
Post Office before you leave. I always have
forms with me. If you need any help please
let me know and I will be glad to assist you.
It has been another great season and I have
enjoyed seeing all of you. I pray that you
have safe travels to your northern homes and
return to Florida safely in the fall. Have a
wonderful summer!!!
Your carrier, Cindy

!
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However much I am at the mercy of the
world I never let myself get lost by
brooding over its misery. I hold firmly to
the thought that each one of us can do a
little to bring some portion of that misery
to an end."

- Albert Schweitzer
FUTURE OF DANCES
AT FOREST PARK
By: Keith Goudy
The dances at Forest Park have been around for
a long time but there is concern that maybe our
park residents no longer desire to have them.
At the February dance, about 30 persons from
our park attended and maybe 40 or so from
outside the park attended, most of those outside
attendees were followers of the performer.
Maybe its time to consider if we want to
continue the dances?
At the recent Social Club leaders meeting, we
discussed this topic and a number of items were
suggested for consideration. The Social Club is
here to provide and coordinate the social
activities for the park residents and not to force
something the residents do not want.
So as our winter season ends, I am asking that
you take some time over the next months to
think about what you might suggest regarding
the dances and then make your thoughts known
to one of the Social Club officers so we can be
working on the activities desired by our
residents. We thank you for your input.
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BID EUCHRE

GREEN TREE STICKER

By: Madaline Preston

There is a little green tree sticker available in
the office that goes on the back window of your
car. All residents with automobiles should have
this highly visible authorization to be in the
Park. This will help the safety patrol on their
nightly rounds. If you are a temporary resident
and don’t want any stickers on your window,
then scotch tape it there while you are here.

We have Bid Euchre every Wednesday &
Saturday at 6:30 pm in the Clubhouse unless
there is another activity going on in there. We
then play in the Activity Building. We have
several new players and would like to have
many more join in on the fun

EXERCISE PROGRAM

SOCIAL CLUB MEETING
By Keith Goudy

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

RECOMMENDED FOR "KIDS"
AGES 55 AND UP!
Join Nancy Lawrence and friends at the
Clubhouse every Tuesday morning at 9am
(except 3rd Tues at 8 am) and Saturday morning
at 9 am for 30 minutes of fitness and fun. This
program is designed to build up energy and
mobility, burn fat and tone muscles. The video
is called "Tony and the Folks", a series of
stretches, movements and exercises for seniors.
Men and women are invited. All you need to
bring is yourself, a small pillow and a 2 lb.
weight (you can use an unopened can of soup).

The April meeting of the Social Club will be
Thursday, April 14, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the
clubhouse. At this meeting we will be honoring
those in our park who are 90+ years “young”.
So please help us celebrate this milestone for
those “youngsters”.

NEW PRINTER/COPIER
A new printer has been ordered for the office to
replace the 10 year old large capacity printer.
Also a small copier will replace the printer that
sat on the cabinet in the main activities room.
This copier is for the use of the residents of
Forest Park who do not have their own copier.
You will be required to bring your own paper.
Ink is provided.

NOTE: In order to become more efficient in handling the many articles that come in for
publication in the Social Club Newsletter, please type your article in the body of your email
rather than in a separate document that has to be attached to the email. This makes it much
easier and faster to cut and paste the articles. If you are not using email, you may bring them to
504 Timber Lane South or place them in the “newsletter box” in the clubhouse. Thank you.
!
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MICHIGAN/CANADIAN CLUBS
By: Lou Smith

The Canadian/Michigan Club had their
annual picnic on March 10; we would like to
extend our thanks to the Canadian Club for
providing the delicious food we all enjoyed.
Good Food, Good Friends. On Tuesday
April 5th, we are planning a luncheon at
Rum Runners in Cape Coral at 1:00 pm. We
would like to extend an invitation to al
Michiganders, Canadians and all residents of
the Park that would like to join us. We will
meet at Noon at the clubhouse to carpool to
the restaurant. A sigh-up sheet is in the
clubhouse. Please sign up by March 31st.

MEN’S KOFFEE KLATCH
By: Nancy Cooper

APRIL 2011

SHUFFLE LEAGUE
By: Ray Preston, Captain
March was a busy month as were the two
previous months. We held our KING/QUEEN
tournament on March 19th; the KING was
Paul Pacos and QUEEN was Olive Wratten;
the runner ups were Ray Preston and Connie
St. Jean. A fun time was had by all.
On March 23rd we had our League “Pizza”
party held at the clubhouse. March 27th was
the League “Banquet” held at Tamiami Village
for all the Parks in our league.
Our next meeting will be November 5th and
League starts on November 16th.
Remember shuffling on Mondays Fridays
and Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. Also shuffle
“FUN NIGHT” every Monday at 7:00 p.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME. Tuesdays at 10:00
a.m. is Ladies Day.

JUST FOR MEN!

The final Men's-Only Coffee will be held
Friday, April 8th at 9 am in the Clubhouse.
This will be your last chance to solve all the
problems of the world or shoot the breeze
with your Forest Park buddies until we return
next Fall. Grab your mug, pick up a friend
and join us for a cup of hot coffee, a freshly
made donut and lots of good conversation!
"Life is known only by those who have
found a way to be comfortable with
change and the unknown. Given the
nature of life, there may be no security,
but only adventure."
- Rachel Naomi Remen
!

Have a wonderful summer and see you all next
season.

RED HATS LADIES
By: Marilyn Nufryk

The Red Hats Ladies’ luncheon will be held
on April 6, 2011 at the Olive Garden
Restaurant. Please meet at the clubhouse by
11:30 am so we can carpool to the restaurant.

Have a wonderful and fun summer.
Come back to us healthy and happy.
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PINE TREE KNOTS QUILT CLUB
By: Gail Ford

Our annual quilt show was held on Sunday,
March 20 from 1-3 PM. Refreshments were
served. Many lovely items were raffled off.
Next year we will have a quilt for the raffle
rather than many separate items.
The number of lap quilts we have given to
members of our community has reached 63.
This month a quilt was given to Fred
Dadisman and to Joanne Blake. Our wishes
for a speedy recovery go with them.
Our quilt luncheon was held on March 14th at
the Olive Garden. At that time we bade
farewell to one of our quilt members who is
moving, permanently, to her home in the
North. We will miss her very much. She is an
inspiration to us all.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH/
PATROL (NWP)
By: Lou Smith
Next Neighborhood Watch meeting is Wed.
April 13 at 1pm in Clubhouse or Pavilion,
weather permitting.
Please lock up your bicycles; Lee County
Sheriff said there have been a lot of bicycle
thefts during the day as well as night.

APRIL 2011

WI-FI UPDATE
By: Doug Ford

Friday March 11th CenturyLink installed two
10 Megabyte lines to our wifi system, which
will double our bandwidth and for less money.
We will be increasing our speed after a trial
period. Please report any wifi problems to
Doug Ford at 731-2028.

Support for Summer residents using
Forest Park wifi
1. If you can’t get on to the internet and
your computer is operating ok, do the
following.
A: Reboot your computer.
B: If you have an outside antenna,
unplug the power to it, and plug it back in.
If this doesn’t work see below.
C: If you have a desktop computer with
an outside antenna, call Mark Newsham,
Gerry Bauer or Jim Schleter.
2. A: If you have a laptop computer, go to
the activity building and connect to
trendnet. If Ok try connecting to Forest
Park wifi. If Ok you have a low signal at
your house
3. The system will be monitored up north
and the local team will have my phone
number.
4. Doug Ford fordfarm2@gmail.com

!
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COMPUTER CLUB
By: Sherrill Wright
!

The Computer Club has had a great winter. We have all had interesting experiences and
problems to share with each other, resulting in mostly good resolutions and new skills learned.
Also many good laughs at some of the more unusual problems that surfaced. A big thanks to all
those who helped with our breaks by making coffee, bringing munchies either made or donated
and by cleaning up. This is a great way to take a break and get to know each other a bit better, if
we can get the techies to tear themselves away from their computers.
Our tech team has been very busy with the WiFi and other computer problems. We have had
several computers, monitors and printers donated to us and some have been tuned up and sold
for a modest profit for the club. Their hard work on this has also given them learning challenges
with much satisfaction and appreciation.
Our treasurer (me) has been busy as our purchasing agent, buying and selling new WiFi
antennas for residents. This season, 30 units were bought and sold. This is in addition to
antennas put up by residents on their own, or installed by Gerry Bauer.
We encourage everyone to stay involved by checking once in a while at our new website
www.forestparkonline.com. The first year’s Domain Server fee was paid by the Computer
Club. It is still a “work in progress”, but the newsletters have been uploaded to it and there are
several clubs contributing already. One new page will be a classified section, but may not be
fully operational until next season. It was suggested we ask some of our approved vendors to
take out a page which links to them, for a modest “Opening Special” fee of $10.00 for the first
year. Myra Santiago has the distinction of being the first contributor.
We now have a Web Cam mounted on the antenna tower, if anyone was wondering what the
“white box” was – that is it. You can view it on the website. It is rumored that one of our
residents & her mother performed for those back north, so they would not forget who they were.
Our last meeting for this season will be on Thursday, April 07. We all look forward to meeting
together again when we start returning in November.

!

PAGE 6

FOREST PARK, N. FT. MYERS, FL

NORTHEAST CLUB
By: Joan King

The April meeting of the Northeast Club
will be a picnic in the pavilion on Monday,
April 11th at 4:00 p.m. The menu will be
steak-burgers or cheeseburgers, baked
beans, cole slaw, ice cream and beverage.
The tickets are $5.00 and are available from
Alan and Joan King (239 567-0606) Don't
forget to bring your place settings to the
pavilion.
See you there for our final
meeting of the season.

RV/BOAT STORAGE
By: Pete Lawrence
At the December 2010 FPPOA Board of
Directors meeting, it was decided that there
would be no more carpet under the RV’s
and boats in the storage lot. Please remove
all carpet from your assigned space by
March 31, 2011. Failure to do so will result
in your paying for the maintenance
department to remove it. If not removed,
you will be held responsible for any
damages to Forest Park lawn mowing
equipment caused by the carpet in your
assigned space.

FOREST PARK BOOK GROUP
By: Joan King

The Book Club will resume in the Fall.
Have a great summer.

!
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CHORUS NEWS
By: Joyce Hines
Our Choraleers had a Pizza Party on Tuesday,
March 8th to celebrate our years of singing together
and to say "GOOD BYE" to Marge Elliot, our
Director! Spouses and friends were included in the
festivities. In honor of Marge, the menu included
pizza from Heavenly Pizza Shop...her favorite. For
her, a trip to N. Ft. Myers is not complete without a
stop at Heavenly Pizza! Bundt cakes were provided
to satisfy our sweet "teeth"! After appetites were
satisfied, Janet Brewer was persuaded to "tickle the
ivories" yet one more time and we sang a few
familiar songs. Another special guest attending was
Isy McLain, wife of our dear friend Tom who was
the initial founder of our Choir! Tom attended
many of our practices and contributed to our
performance with his suggestions and continuous
encouragement.
He designed many of our
programs and even put together a slide show for our
"Tour of America" Spring Fling. He is missed by
all of us!
The Choir is looking forward to next season when
we hope a NEW DIRECTOR step up to lead our
group.
Janet is hoping for another
ACCOMPANIST to join her. Janet Brewer deserves
thousands of accolades for her dedication to our
choir over the years. She has worked tirelessly
searching for music, practicing when the rest of us
were lazing around, attending and playing the piano
at each and every practice, and out-shining herself
at each and every performance.THE
CHORALEERS THANK YOU, JANET, FOR
YOUR TALENT AND DEDICATION!
The Choraleers wish all residents of Forest Park a
wonderful summer and fall. We hope to see
everyone next season!
Remember: NEW
MEMBERS ARE NEEDED. PUT JOINING
THE CHORALEERS ON YOUR 'TO DO LIST'
FOR NEXT YEAR!
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CRAFT CLUB
By: Ruth Malago

The Craft Club Flea Market on March
12th
was a huge success......talented
vendors, great food, a wonderful array of
baked goods that sold out.....next season will
even be better !!!!
We wish to send a very special thank-you to
all "the guys" that helped carry & set-up
tables, etc......and also thanks so much to all
who worked & made the event go easier......
The season will be ending soon & many of
us will be heading to our northern
homes.....so mark your calendar for next
season, when you return, to join us every
Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. to learn
how to make many worthwhile
projects....we sure have many talented
people in our park.....have a safe journey &
wonderful summer.....

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

As noted previously, we are looking for
someone to spearhead the organization of
the installation and teardown of the outside
Christmas decorations. If this is the kind of
skill you possess and would like to give
something back to our Park, please contact
Keith Goudy at 239-543-9770 to discuss.

!
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OHIO CLUB
By: Anna Thatcher, President

Our March 7th Meeting was a huge success.
Those not in attendance missed a good evening.
Our theme was Mexican with the meal prepared
and served by Dan & Sandy O’Brien. Thanks
Dan & Sandy for a great job, lots of good
compliments on the dinner.
Our April 4th meeting will be our last event for
the season. The theme for that event will be
HOBO PICNIC at 6:00 pm. Please come
dressed appropriately if possible. Jack & Lois
Diltz will host that evening serving Barbecue
Pork, Cole Slaw, Chips, and pickle tray and
Dessert. Drinks will also be provided. For
Ohio Club Members there will not be a fee for
the dinner. Anyone not an Ohio Club Member
are welcome to join us for a $2.00 fee.
Sign Up sheet for our Picnic will be in Club
House. Please sign up and join us. We have
some fun in store for you so plan on staying a
little longer.
Thanks to Barb Carlson for heading the Bake
Sale on Saturday. Our thanks to Lowell &
Marilyn Noland, Keith & Sharon Goudy, Rita
Booth, Carrie McGinnis and Sandy Eckles for
assisting in sales of the baked goods. A big
thanks to all who donated their wonderful
baked items. Without those we would not have
had the success of the Bake Sale.
Those who are not able to attend our next
meeting we wish you a Blessed, Healthy and
Happy Summer. We look forward to seeing
you again in the Fall.
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GIVING THANKS

THE ARROGANCE OF AUTHORITY

The Senior Services Committee would like
to thank Marilyn and Lowell Noland for
their gift of take out boxes. These will be
very handy when we are passing out food to
our community members.

A DEA OFFICER STOPPED AT A RANCH IN
TEXAS , AND TALKED WITH AN OLD RANCHER.
HE TOLD THE RANCHER, "I NEED TO INSPECT
YOUR RANCH FOR ILLEGALLY GROWN
DRUGS."THE RANCHER SAID, "_OKAY , BUT
DON'T GO IN THAT FIELD OVER THERE.....",AS
HE POINTED OUT THE LOCATION.

********
Dorothy Thomas would like to thank each
and everyone of you who sent cards, gifts
and get well wishes during her recent
recovery from hip surgery. Dorothy reports
that she is back home and getting stronger
everyday. WELCOME BACK DOROTHY.
*********

EASY WATER EXERCISE
Most of the exercises are the same as the
Tuesday & Saturday exercises except we do
them in the pool. This means less stress on
joints plus we get those healthy rays of sunshine
at the same time. We have a great time
exercising and catching up on the latest in
Forest Park. Please come join us from 10:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday at the pool.

TRASH BAG WARNING
Trash pick up on Tuesdays and Fridays is
provided by FPPOA for all residents.
Please read Section XIII part D of the Rules
and Regulations of Forest Park.
Bags
should not exceed 30 pounds in weight.
Please make sure your trash bag will be
picked up by keeping the weight under the
limit.

!
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THE DEA OFFICER VERBALLY EXPLODED
SAYING, " _Mister, I have the authority of the Federal
Government with me !" REACHING INTO HIS REAR
PANTS POCKET, HE REMOVED HIS BADGE AND
PROUDLY DISPLAYED IT TO THE RANCHER.
"SEE THIS BADGE?! THIS BADGE MEANS I AM
ALLOWED TO GO WHEREVER I WISH.... ON ANY
LAND !! NO QUESTIONS ASKED OR ANSWERS
GIVEN!! HAVE I MADE MYSELF CLEAR......DO
YOU UNDERSTAND ?!!"
THE RANCHER NODDED POLITELY,
APOLOGIZED, AND WENT ABOUT HIS CHORES.
A SHORT TIME LATER, THE OLD RANCHER
HEARD LOUD SCREAMS, LOOKED UP, AND SAW
THE DEA OFFICER RUNNING FOR HIS LIFE,
BEING CHASED BY THE RANCHER'S BIG SANTA
GERTRUDIS BULL...... WITH EVERY STEP THE
BULL WAS GAINING GROUND ON THE OFFICER,
AND IT
SEEMED LIKELY THAT HE'D SURE ENOUGH GET
GORED BEFORE HE REACHED SAFETY. THE
OFFICER WAS CLEARLY TERRIFIED.
THE RANCHER THREW DOWN HIS TOOLS, RAN
TO THE FENCE AND YELLED AT THE TOP OF HIS
LUNGS.....
"Your badge, show him your BADGE........ ! !"

HEALTH & WELFARE
By: Mary Gibson

The last Blood Pressure Clinic of the season
will be on 4/19/11 from 9 to 11 am in the
clubhouse
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Dear Forest Park Residents:
Recently we have experienced a number of bicycle thefts throughout Lee County.
I have attached a list of tips to properly secure your bicycle. If you will be leaving
for the summer months, please take extra caution in securing your bicycle/s
indoors or out of sight. Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Best Tips for Theft Prevention
• Always

lock your bike's frame and wheels with a high-quality, modern U-lock (with a disc/
flat key)

• Remove all detachable items
• Lock

like lights, bags and quick release parts and take them with
you

to a bike rack, or firmly affixed (bolts covered in concrete) parking meter or sign
pole - these are the most secure places
More Tips

• Record

your bike's serial number. Take a photo of you and your unlocked bike. Keep the
receipt. All will help you identify the bike.
• Always

• Always

lock your bike, even if you're just leaving it for a moment

lock through the frame and a wheel. Add a cable, cable lock, or second U-lock to
lock the second wheel.

• Buy

the most expensive lock you can afford. U-locks are strong and better ones come with
theft warranties. Only buy a U-lock with a flat or disc key. Cylindrical keyed locks are
more easily picked.

• Beware of locking
• Avoid

locking to private property. Store your bike inside if space is available.

• Lock
• Learn

to "sucker poles" that are loosely bolted down and can easily be
removed.

your bike when keeping it in a garage, car port or on a porch.

about the lock manufacturer's warranty and product replacement policy.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office Crime Prevention Unit 477-1400

Trisha Bissler
Crime Prevention Specialist
Lee County Sheriff's Office
Alpha District - 477-1801

!
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NEWSLETTER IN COLOR
By: Sharon Goudy
This newsletter is available in a new full color
digital format. It was delivered to you in black
and white because we cannot assume that you
would want it sent via email. However, if you
would prefer to see your copy sent to you via
email and in full wonderful color, just email me
at sharon.goudy@gmail.com and I will send
you one.

“When your heart is right, even though the
bottom may have dropped out of your life,
it is remarkable how sensitive you can be to
somebody else in need.
One of the
beautiful things about the right attitude is
that, with it, every day has sunshine. You
don't have to have cloudless days for there
to be sunshine days.”
Charles Swindoll

FPPOA CALENDAR CODES
* means function is held in the Activity Bldg.
P means function is being held in the Pavilion.
Other indoor activities are held in the clubhouse.
NOTE: Keith Goudy handles the updates to the
calendar.
Please contact him for calendar
changes. keith.goudy@gmail.com or 543-9770

APRIL 2011

RESIDENT’S CHANGES TO THE
PHONE DIRECTORY
Don Urquhart

239-995-5538

FAREWELL DEAR FRIENDS
Our dear neighbor, Chet Rilling, lost his
battle with cancer on March 12th. He fought
as hard as he could but at 87 years of age,
there wasn't much strength left at the end of
a 2 year battle. Forest Park and particularly
Knotty Pine Circle have lost a wonderful
friend
The funeral will was held Monday the 14th.
As per the family's request, rather than
flowers or gifts of food, friends may make a
donation to the Hope Hospice in Cape Coral.
This is where he spent his final days and his
wife, Jean, and family said the care for all
was wonderful.
If you would like to donate in Chet's
memory, please contact Nancy Cooper or
Nancy Lawrence.
Also, our dear friend and FPPOA Board
Member, Don Griesey passed away Monday,
March 21, 2011. Our sympathies go out to
Don’s family for their loss. Don will be long
remembered for his service to Forest Park.

Editor’s Note: Thank you all for your submissions this season. It has been great fun creating this
newsletter for you to enjoy. Have a great summer and we will begin the newsletters in November.
Editor: Sharon Goudy

!
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F. P.P.O.A.
5200 FOREST PARK DRIVE
N. FT. MYERS, FL 33917
VACATION HOUSE CHECK*
NAME
ZONE_- A 2____
ADDRESS_________________________________________________
PHONE #_______________________________
DATE LEAVING___________________RETURNING_______________
6 Month Maximum
Call 477-1810 to renew or once you return
WHERE OWNER CAN BE REACHED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
NAME
____________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
PHONE #_______________________________
VEHICLE LEFT ON PROPERTY_______________License #________
KEYS TO HOUSE LEFT WITH
NAME
___________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________
PHONE #_______________________________
DATE

TIME

VOICE/DEPUTY

DATES CHECKED
DATE
TIME

VOICE/DEPUTY

______ _____ __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
LCSO Form 5 (Revised June 7, 2006)

Turn into the Forest Park office

*VOICE will not check on properties with “FOR SALE” signs in the yard.
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